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'' ... of CABBAGES AND KINGS.''
The Newsletter of the University of the Pacific Emeriti Society

May 2001

Spring Luncheon and Retirement Dinner Highly
Successful - Now Plan for Convocation May 18th
Notes from the Cluttered
Mind of Roy Whiteker,
Emeriti President
our Emeriti Society has
concluded the 2000-2001
Academic Year with a very
successful Spring Luncheon and
Business Meeting and Faculty
Retirement Dinner. I believe that
we had the largest turnout ever at
the Luncheon and Business
Meeting, with 35 emeriti faculty
and spouses and 8 invited guests
in attendance. Most Emeriti
remained for what turned out to
be the shortest Business Meeting
At the recent
on record.
Retirement Dinner, there were
104 attendees, 23 of whom were
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Emeriti.
The number was
outstanding in view of the fact
that only four retirees were being
honored, one of whom could not
be present. Moreover, all of
those being honored were from
COP. In 2000, as a comparison,
141 attendees came to celebrate
the retirement of 13 faculty and
staffmembers from five divisions
of the University.
Let me take this opportunity
to thank everyone involved in
putting on these occasions. We
are fortunate in having an
unusually hard working
Executive Committee this year
without whom we wouldn't have
been able to forge ahead as we
have done: Herb Reinelt, Vice
President and Program Chair, has
produced outstanding luncheon
meetings; John Smith has been
awesome in getting out the
I
Newsletter and the Program Book
for the Retirement Ibinner; Bob
Hamernik has prepared succinct
and timely minutes for us;
George Blum has represented
our interests very ~ell on the
Academic Council; Treasurer
George Hankins has kept us in
the black and seen our resources
grow; Bob Blaney, Doris
Meyer, and Les Medford have
provided invaluable service in

their roles as former Society
presidents.
I also want to thank our loyal
assistants, Pearl Piper and
Darlene Hall, without whom the
Society could not function
properly. And, finally, a very big
and heartfelt ''Thank you" to
Provost Phil Gilbertson and his
staff, Debra Crowe, Denia
Leach, and Kitty Gilbert, who
were so instrumental in sharing
the planning and execution ofthe
Faculty Retirement Dinner with
us; to Kay Davis, Doris Meyer,
and Pearl Piper who were
responsible for the very beautiful
table decorations; to Les
Medford for his gracious
assistance in seating our honored
guests; to Larry Meredith for
his fitting invocation; and to the
musicians who performed with
style and grace and, what's even
more important, sans fees- Stan
Beckler for the pre-dinner music;
Charles Schilling for leading us
in the "Alma Mater" and last, but
definitely not least, to the Faculty
Sextet Minus Two Plus One
(Glen Albaugh, Audree
O'Connell, Larry Meredith,
John Smith, and Reuben Smith)
for a rousing salute to their
colleagues.

2 " . . . of CABBAGES AND KINGS."

Members of your Executive
Committee had a very stimulating
luncheon meeting recently with
Provost Gilbertson, Academic
Council Chair Marisa Kelly, and
Chair-Elect Ron Ray. We have
two such meetings a year to keep
lines of communication open. I
want to thank Marisa for her
excellent service on the
Academic Council and her
interest in the Society. As you
may know, the Academic
Council Chair attends each of our
semi-annual Luncheon Meetings
to share insights into Council
affairs that are of interest to
Emeriti. We look forward to
working with Ron Ray as he
embarks on his tour of duty.
At its meeting on April 26th,
the Executive Committee had an
opportunity to meet with the
newly-appointed Director of
Human Resources, Edmund
Garrick. We spent some time
discussing the UOP Health
Benefits Program and how it
affects Em~riti. If there are any
problems you· have encountered
with the present program, please
let me know so I can pass them
on to Human Resources. I know
that everyone is concerned about
the cost for the Medicare
Supplement programs, and this is
one of the items we discussed
with Ed. We hope that Ed will be
able to join us for a presentation
at our Fall Luncheon Meeting.
Let me close with a few brief
comments. I look forward to
seeing many of you at the
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upcoming University
Convocation on Friday evening,
May 18.
Please· join your
colleagues at the site of Dick
Reynolds' former Tiger Statu~ at
the north end of Knoles Hall at
4:30 p.m. so we can lead the
procession of faculty and students
into the ceremony. As I have
mentioned before, the University
honors us each year on this
occasion, and we want to dazzle
everyone with our presence. We
had a great turnout last spring and
we expect to do even better this
year.
We have been working with
Roland Di Franco on the
Emeriti sections of the revised
Faculty Handbook, and we
should soon see the fruits of our
labors. When all is completed,
we will incorporate the new items
into a revised edition of the
Society brochure. If approved,
this year there will be a new
section entitled, "University
Services of Benefit to Spouses of
Deceased Emeriti, " listing
benefits to spouses that are
similar to those provided to
Emeriti.
Please contact me at any time
if you wish to discuss any of our
programs or you wish to offer
comments that will make the
society more responsive to your
needs. Have a good summer and
plan to attend our Fall Luncheon
Meeting. We don't know the
exact date yet, but it will
probably be in early October.

Roy Whiteker
President, UOP Emeriti Society
(209) 951-7610; UOP 946-2606
Mail: Chemistry Department,
UOP, Stockton, CA 95211
e-mail: rwhiteke@uop.edu
Report on the Spring
Luncheon
resident

Whiteker

has

Palready mentioned the quite
successful Spring Luncheon and
Business Meeting.
The
attendance was excellent, and the
presentations were informative.
The first of these was by
Associate Provost for Enrollment
Tom Rajala, who spoke about
the goals of his group, including
the integration of Financial Aid
and Admissions and the
expansions ofrecruiting activities
in selected parts of the country in
addition to California. We also
heard brief presentations by
Steve Anderson, the Dean of the
Conservatory ofMusic, and John
Nagle, Dean ofBenerd School of
Education. Ravi Jain, Dean of
the School of Engineering, was
expected, but was detained by
weather-caused travel problems.
In keeping with our regular
practice, we heard reports from
the Provost, Phil Gilbertson, and
from the Chair of the Academic
Council, Marisa Kelly. Our
concluding presentation was by
Bill Coen, Director of Alumni
and Parent Relations. Bill has
lots of ideas about ways in which
emeriti might work with his
office to strengthen ties with
alumni, and he is especially
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focused on our participation in
the Sesquicentennial Weekend
activities, June 15th-June 17th.
We will be hearing more from
him.

retirees teach in COP. This is a
major event, and we are glad that
the Society and the Provost's
Office work together to sponsor
it.

The Business Meeting was
brief and informative. As you
know from the President's
remarks, the Society has been
busy this year, as we strive in
various ways to improve our
working relationship with the
University and to serve our
members.

John Smith

John Smith
Report on the Retirement
Dinner
four retirees honored at the
T Fheacuity
Retirement Dinner on
April 18th in the Raymond Great
Hall were Robert Dash,
Department ofModem Language
and Literature and Director of
Honors Programs; Roland di
Franco, Department of
Mathematics; Robert Knighton,
Department ~f English; and
Coburn Ward, Department of
Mathematics. Because of these
particular members ofthe faculty
and because of the strong feeling
for the University, the tone of the
evening was celebrative. One of
the best parts of the event was the
spectrum of representation junior faculty and senior faculty,
recent emeriti and older veterans,
administrators at all levels,
friends and family members,
people from most of the schools
of the University even though all

Notes from the Academic
Council
s the spring semester
declines, the Academic
Council is beginning to shift into
At the March
overdrive.
meeting, Provost Gilbertson
announced that the Regents
Finance Committee would soon
revtew the Cisco Network
contract agreement with the
University. Subject to Regents
Executive Committee approval, it
provides for a new network that
is not vendor driven. Its cost to
the Univ e rsity will be
approximately $900,000 with a
three-year lease of about
$400,000 per year. The Council
approved a McGeorge School of
Law proposal for LL.M. and
S.J.D. degree programs in
International Water Resources
Law. These new masters and
doctoral programs will be
drawing on the resources of the
existing law school faculty and
are expected to bring distinction
to McGeorge. The expected
enrollment is not large.

A

Program reviews are now a
regular feature ofthe University's
academic procedures.
The
Council approved the review
report of the Economics

Department. It contains several
recommendations for the
improvement of the economics
program in order to enhance its
academic distinctiveness and
competitive positioning .
Additional program review
reports were discussed and
approved at the April AC
meeting. The Department of
Biological Sciences with 300
majors comprises over 20% of all
COP undergraduates, yet operates
with only 11 faculty (less than
10% of the COP faculty).
Nevertheless, its program is
noted for student successes even
though oversized enrollments not
only in introductory, but also
many advanced courses quite
often don't allow close studentfaculty relations. Only more
faculty appointments and
improved facilities , as
recommended by the review
report, can help to alleviate such
hardship conditions.
McGeorge School of Law
was given a notable professional
evaluation by the program review
panel. The law school program
has achieved distinctiveness and
recognition. However, it faces
increased competition and needs
to further rectify the recent
decline in Bar Passage rates. It
also needs to give attention to
attracting better applicants,
improving fund raising, and
maintaining the excellence of its
aging faculty.
The last major item at the
April meeting was the acceptance
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of the impressive Academic
Information Technology
Taskforce II Preliminary Report,
which gives an academic
perspective on technology
development at the University.
George Blum
Notes from Our Members
Stan Beckler continues to be
quite busy, with writing, playing
at Presentation Church and for
the Goldenaires, serving as editor
of a SIRS bulletin, running a little
choir at Oakbrooke School, and
more.
His "Pacific Parade"
should be finished soon.
Dale Dunmire and his wife
Carlyon had a great early spring
RV trip through the Copper
Canyon in Mexico. "We drive
the RVs on to the railroad flatcars
and are transported through the
Copper Canyon by train. It is an
exciting eleven day trip.
Outstanding scenic views and a
great way to see what Mexico has
to offer," reports Dale.
Sy Kahn and Jan are fully
immersed in the arts in Port
Townsend, Washington. Sy is a
member of the Arts Commission
and Vice President of the Key
City Players, and he's directing a
ten-performance production of
Dylan Thomas' Under Milk
Wood. He is also working on a
joint collection of poems with
Robert Fossum, retired from
Claremont-McKenna University.
This will be his seventh volume

of poems, his second with
Fossum.

opportunities it affords for travel
and time with family."

Estelle Lau enjoys ". . . of
Cabbages and Kings." and
observes that "retirement is
whatever you make of it.
However, it is amazing to have
taught three or four courses each
term and still do all the 'other
things.' This has been (is) an
auspicious move.
My three
children live in the Bay Area
(San Francisco, Corte Madera,
and San Rafael). I've joined two
book clubs (one is for UC
alumni)." Estelle is enjoying the
Bay Area and she sends cheers to
all.

Elizabeth Spelts stays active
with music and musical people.
She is teaching private voice
lessons and enjoying her students
from Lincoln High School and
Lodi Academy High School. She
recently visited her sister in
Washington, D.C., and Anastios
and Elizabeth Vrenios, UOP
Conservatory graduates who
teach voice and opera at
American University. Elizabeth
also visited Bill Whitesides and
his wife Demain, who live in
West Virginia.

Les Medford reports that on
February 3, 2001, he was
inducted into the San Joaquin
County Office of Education
Academic Decathlon Hall of
Fame for 13 years' volunteer
service as a judge in the County's
annual Academic Decathlon
program.
Thuan Van Nguyen is enjoying
babysitting with his third
grandchild in San Francisco.
Darrell and Sandra Persels,
dual members of the Society,
recently returned from South
Carolina, "where Sandy and son
Jeff - Doctor Jeff, that is! collaborated on a workshop for a
joint conference of the Southern
Conference on Language
Teaching/South Carolina Foreign
Language Teachers Association.
We're loving retirement and the

Connor Sutton and Ria are
celebrating the birth of their new
granddaughter - their first
grandchild - and Connor is
building a kayak for Ria. They
are "looking forward to paddling
around the estuaries and calm
waters in Oregon this summer."
Warren van Bronkhorst shows
no signs of slowing down or
letting up. In Decembe:r;, he
soloed with the Paradise,
California, Symphony; in
January, he was concert master
for the Stockton Opera's
production of La Boheme; in
February, he performed with
Symphony of the Redwoods; in
March, he was coach for a
chamber music workshop in
Mendocino. His student Shoanie
Young won an audition to solo
with the Modesto Youth
Orchestra in May. Warren's
book, The Not-So-Boring Book
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ofBowing, "has been selling very
well after receiving favorable
reviews in STRAD magazine and
The American String Teachers
Journal. The book was designed
and published by [Warren's] son
Mark (UOP '87)." Warren and
Carol have also fit travel into
their schedule: they recently
returned from a trip to London,
Spain, Morroco, and Portugal.
Ravindra V asavada and Tina,
like many members of the
Society, have been international
travelers. They recently returned
from a 11-day tour of Egypt
which included Memphis,
Saqqarah, Giza, Cairo, Luxor,
Esna, Edna, Kawm-Umbu, and
Aswan. The pyramids of Giza
and the temples at Karnak and
Luxor and at Abu-simbel were
the principal highlights of their
trip.
Roy Whiteker and Jean have
recently been honored at the 40 1h
Anniversary Reunion of the
Founding Class of Harvey Mudd
College in Claremont. Roy and
Jean are Hon9rary Alumni of this
class, and Roy was one of seven
faculty and 48 students involved
in the opening of the College of
Science and Engineering in 1957.
Roy not only taught chemistry; he
also served as the first Registrar
and Dorm Father until Jean
rescued him. He is proud that of
the 36 graduates in the Founding
Class, ten chose to be chemistry
majors. There's more for our
active president. Last fall, Roy
taught freshman chemistry for
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"the last time again." On the
course evaluation, one of the
students responded to "What
impressed you most about this
professor?" with "he is still
alive." Since the student added
"just kidding," Roy did not take
this personally. After teaching in
the fall, Roy began singing again
in the Stockton Chorale. In June,
he and Jean will take part in the
Chorale' s 15-day tour ofEastem
Europe, visiting and singing in
churches and cathedrals in Berlin,
Leipzig, Dresden, Prague,
Vienna, and Budapest. Roy says,
''we are especially looking
forward to seeing Berlin again,
since the last time we were there
was in 1964, just a few years
after the wall was erected. We
traveled there through East
Germany on a Swedish tour
while Roy was doing research in
the royal Institute ofTechnology
in Stockholm on the one and only
sabbatical he had during his
professional career. We are also
very much interested in seeing
Leipzig University where Jean's
Great Uncle George MacLean,
who later served as Chancellor of
the University ofNebraska and as
President of the University of
Iowa, received his Ph.D. degree
in English in 1883. Is this like
'carrying coal to Newcastle?"
In Memoriam

he members of the Pacific
Emeriti Society note with
sorrow the death of Herschel
Gordon Frye, Jr., on April 12,
2001. Herschel taught in the

T

UOP Chemistry Department for
35 years.
Our Distinguished
Subscribers

e are honored that ". .. of
Cabbages and Kings." is
distributed to the President, the
Chairman of the Board of
Regents, the Provost and all the
Vice Presidents, the Deans and
most directors of services on
campus. With this edition, we
are pleased to add the Faculty
Advisor of The Pacifican to our
list.

W

Thanks for Staff Support

nce again, we thank Darlene

OHall for her splendid work
in preparing the newsletter for the
press and, with Pearl Piper,
getting the newsletter into the
mail. Darlene and Pearl handle
our work along with their regular
duties, and we deeply appreciate
their service. We also thank the
Provost and his staff for their
continuing logistical and
fmancial support.

